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CAS  84-75-3  
 
Substance name Di-n-Hexyl Phthalate 

 
Toxicity 
 
Di-n-hexyl phthalate is considered a reproductive toxicant by the state of California and the National 
Toxicology Program.1,2  Di-n-hexyl phthalate reduced fertility in both male and female rodents, reduced 
survival of offspring after birth, and caused severe degenerative changes in the seminiferous epithelium 
of male rats.1,2  There is also evidence that exposure in utero can damage the male reproductive system, 
cause fetal growth retardation, malformations, and fetal loss.1,3 
 
Exposure 
 
Di-n-Hexyl phthalate is mainly a component of other phthalates.  Phthalates are used primarily as 
plasticizers to add flexibility to plastics. Available information indicates that DnHP is manufactured in 
relatively small amounts but occurs in industrially important phthalates such as diisohexyl phthalate (up 
to 25%).1   Commercial phthalate substances containing DnHP may be added to the polyvinyl chloride 
(PVC) utilised in the manufacture of notebook covers, toys, and shoes.1,4    We did not locate 
biomonitoring data nor could we find testing results that reported its presence in children’s products.  
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